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MMC and SMVTI set
to offer new program
A Maine Medical Center School of
RadiationTherapyTechnologywill open
in July, as a cooperative venture of
MMC and the Southern Maine Vocational Technical Institute. The new
program will coexist with the on-going
School of Radiologic Technology, also
affiliated with SMVTI, and each 24month program will use the same core
teaching staff.
Radiation therapy tech nologists work
with radiation oncologists, physicians
specializing in the treatment by irradiation of malignant and benign tumors.
The physician specifies the type, level,
and frequency of the treatments, and
the technologist delivers the radiation. At MMC, the technologist's tools
are linear accelerators, the latest generation of radiation treatment machines.
The expansion of MMC's educational
efforts in Radiology comes partly in
response to an increasing need for
trained radiation therapy technologists.
The MMC/SMVTI program will be the
third in New England, and the only one
in Maine. A school in Boston is having
difficulty just filling the needs of hospitals in that area, and the school at
the University of Vermont has raised
its tuition so high that many students
cannot afford to attend. The demand
for training in radiation therapy technology is high; MMC can fill the first
class of five students from pending
applications.
Another factor in the decision is the
national trend toward state licensing
of radiation therapy technologists,
much as physicians and nurses are
now licensed to practice. Should such
a requirement be imposed by the State
of Maine, MMC and other Maine hospitals would be in a far better position
with a training program in the state. At
present, most working technologists
are registered by their national proSCHOOL, page 2

RADIATION THERAPY TECHNOLOGISTS operate the high-technology
machines that fight cancer by means of radiation treatments. Above, Celia
Bouchard, RTT, operates MMC's 20 MeV linear accelerator from the
heavily-shielded control booth. She can observe the patient by means of
closed circuit TV. (A/V Photo)

A brief review of the
news of 1981 at MMC
The first of each new year inevitably
brings a parade of reviews, Best Ofs,
and "looks back," as writers and others
try to place the preceding year in
perspective. A calendar year is an
arbitrary measure of time, of course,
but picking a single twelve-month period and looking at the highlights can
give us an appreciation of just how
much happened and is still happening.
We looked over all the 1981 issues of
What's Happening, and here's what
we found:
MMC celebrated some anniversaries in 1981. The charter forming Maine
Medical Center was signed thirty years
earlier, and the physical consolidation
of the Medical Center occurred five
years later. 1981 also marked the
tenth anniversary of the first kidney

transplant performed in Maine, done
at MMC in October of 1971.
1981 should itself be remembered
years from now, as the year in which
the MMC Board of Trustees accepted
the long-range facilities master plan
for the hospital, and subsequently gave
the green light for proceeding with the
planning and implementation of Phase
One of that plan.
There were changes in the physical
plant at MMC during 1981, some small
and some extensive. An "accessible
kitchen" opened on R4, fans were
installed in the Cafeteria to vent cigarette smoke for the benefit of nonsmokers, and the "tunnel" between
Radiology and Emergencywas brightened with murals of flowers and
fences. As the year ended, work was
commencing in Radiology to make
1981, page 3
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fessional organization, the American
Society of Radiation Therapy.
MMC Associate Vice President for
Health Education Costas T. Lambrew,
M.D., says the School of Radiation
Therapy Technology will be an important program, both to MMC and the
state. "We have an obligation to provide this training," he says, "because
of our leadership role in radiation therapy in Maine. Radiation Therapy Departments are expanding rapidly around
the'state, and Maine students should •
be able to attend a training program at
a reasonable cost, so they can fill
Maine jobs." Radiation therapy is currently being administered to patients
at six locations in Maine.
MMC and its patients will benefit
~
from the program as well, as they have
A GRADUATION CEREMONY on January 7 honored Anita Johnston, RN,
from the School of Radiologic Techwho has completed MMC's internship in OR nursing. Curriculum of the
nology. Dr. Lambrew credits the proone-year program includes classroom instruction, clinical experience in
gram with a positive impact on the
general surgery and rotation through the nine surgical services. From left:
level of performance in the Radiology
Nancy Wynne, RN, MS, Education Coordinator for the Department of
Department, and with providing a genSurgery; Anita Johnston, RN; Richard O. Britton, M.D., Chief of Surgery;
eral educational stimulus to MMC's
and Maureen Bien, RN, BSN, clinical instructor. (NV Photo)
working technologists and medical
staff members.The program also serves
to provide MMC with a source of futu re
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room for new CT scanning equipment, and winding up on P1A's extensive renovation project.
The necessary state approvals for
SCU IV were granted in 1981, and
work on the urgently needed unit
was beginning at the end of the year.
Renovation work began and ended
in 1981 at McGeachey Hall, formerly
Vaughan Hall. MMC's Community
Mental Health Center moved into
the building in September, when the
faci1ity was dedicated to M MC Asso- '
ciate Vice President
Edward J.
McGeachey.
People were in the news in 1981
as well. MMC welcomed two Catholic chaplains during the course of
the year, Fathers Thomson and Murray.John Randall, M.D.,cameto MMC
as Chief of Family Practice, and
Robert S. Hillman, M.D., as Chief of
Medicine. Assistant Vice Presidents
Karen Fletcher and David Lieberman
were promoted to Associate Vice
Presidents, and Ronald Baril was
named Vice President for Employee
Relations. Rose Riordan,RN, and
Gloria Stover, RN, assumed new administrative nursing duties, in Risk
Management and Utilitarian Review
respectively. Two long-time friends,
Hester Bemis, RN, and Reference
Librarian Jane Cooper, retired, and
John Serrage, M.D., Director of Neonatology, left M MC to take a related
position with state government.
MMC and the city's emergency
workers staged two disaster drills in
1981, leading to further refinement
of disaster plans. The hospital carne
through an internal crisis With flying
colors by running smoothly through
a power blackout necessitated by
emergency repairs to the power
~U'Pply.
Hospital costs were of concern to/
everyone during 1981. MMC continued its long-standing ~ffOrts in
cost control, and institufed a new
budget review procedure. MMC and
other hos£itals ca91~ under attack
THE LATE AF ERNOON SUN casts a nearly full-length shadow of
from state SenatofMary Najarian for
the smokestack on the west facade of the Richards wing, while a
alleged "surplus funds" (which did
not exist), and all Maine hospitals
wind0Yf on R3 reflects the sun itself. The towering crane is transprepared for expected 1982 legislabuilding materials to R9, part of which is being turned into
tion dealing with hospital costs.
an eight-bed special care unit. The new unit, to be called SCU IV,
Many other things happened in
will supplement the twenty special care beds on R6. The existing
1981. It was a busy year for everythree-section SCU has been operating at capacity most of the time,
one, with the census consistently
and the new section is needed to provide relief for the staff and
high and the demand for all types of
provide adequate room for patients, particularly emergency p.aservices continuing to rlse.Throuqh
tients.
R9 was left as "shell space" when the Richards wing was
it all, MMC ran smoothly and its
built,
and
SCU IV will occupy about one-third oftheavailable space.
employees performed wonderfully.
\
(A/V Photo)
With luck, 1982 should be even better.
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Portland and MMC have
first arrival of 1982
The state's first baby of 1982 was
born at Maine Medical Center, the
second year in a row this hospital has
had the distinction of having Maine's
first New Year's baby.
David Richard Charron made it into
the new year at 12:01 AM. The third
child of Richard and Virginia Charron
of Peaks Island, David weighed a strapping 11 Ibs., 6 oz. at birth.
Three minutes after he arrived, the
second New Year's baby was born at
Kennebec Valley Medical Center in
Augusta Central Maine Medical Center, Lewiston, and Mid-Maine Medical
Center, Waterville, both reported first
New Year's births after 4 AM.

FOR RENT: West Street apt. 3 BR, LR,
dining alcove, full bath, hardwood parquet-floors, heat & hot water, lease and
sec. dept. $480/mo. No dogs. Call 7721582.
FOR RENT: Unfurn. apts. at 180 High
St. Within walking distance of MMC and
area restaurants. 1 & 2 BR units. WID
facilities, heat & hot water, parking avail.
Good security. $350 and up. Call 7726488 days.
FOR SALE: 1977 GMC green threequarter ton pickup truck. Low mileage.
4-wheel drive. $3,500. Call 772-7560 or
773-2699 anytime.
FOR SALE: 1/4-hp.split-phaseAC motor.
Used for fufnaces, grinders, or any beltdriven machine. Never used. 839-39a3
after 6 PM.
FOR SALE: Bell & Howell movie equipment. Camera, screen, projector, lamp
and extras, $50. Very good condition.
892-8039.

marketplace
FOR RENT: February vacation, Bethel
Village. Large, fully furn. house. 4 BR,
2V2 baths, sleeps 10. Just minutes to
Mt. Abrams and Sunday River. For information, call 772-8742.
FOR RENT: 3 BR house in South Portland. LR, DR, KT, all appliances included
plus wood stove, above-ground pool.
$450/mo. plus utils. and sec. dept. Refs.
Call 799-2405 between 9 AM and 1 PM.
FOR RENT: 3 BR house in Portland on
bus line. Partially furn., stove, ref.,
garage. Newly redecorated. Avail. Feb.
1 through August. $400/mo. plus uti Is.
Please call 774-1249 between 6 and 7
PM if interested.

FOR SALE: Frame for a king-size bed,
$20.774-5060.
FORSALE: Pong video system. Ex. condo
Barely used. Asking $60. If interested,
call Ralph Gagne at 284-8040 after 5
PM.
FOR SALE: AKC Irish Setter. Male, 8
months old. $50. Call 839-3059 after 5
PM.
FOR SALE: 1974 Toyota Corona station
wagon. 4-door, high mileage. Asking
$1500. Call 839-6906.
LOST: Plain navy blue cardigan in MMC
about 3 weeks ago. If found, please call
Nancy at 797-5769.

FOR RENT: 1 BR apt. opposite parking
ramp. $200/mo. plus uti Is. Recently remodeled. Ca1l883-5144 days, 883-5805
eves.

ROOMMATEWANTED: Female. 3 blocks
within MMC on Brackett St. Furn. apt.,
sec. dept. $35/wk. Call Cathy after 5 PM
at 773-9045.

FOR RENT: House in Cape Elizabeth. 3
BR raised ranch, 11/2baths, wowcarpeting, appliances, washer & dryer, large
LR, family room, nice yard on dead-end
street. Call 797-7088.

ROOMMATEWANTED: Needed for large
3 BR apt., 2 blocks from USM. Share a
cooperative, non-competitive home. No
tobacco or TV. $133/mo. plus V3utils.
772-2398 evenings.
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WHArs HAPPENINGis published every
Wednesdayat Maine Medical Center, Portland, Maine for members of the Hospital
community and for friends of the institution
throughout Maine and northern New England. Comments, questions and suggestions may be addressedto Public Information Office, MMC, Portland, ME 04102.
Barbara Burns, Editor.
Contributors to this issue:
Wayne L. Clark, Public Information
Cary Johnson, Public Information
Mary Corey, A/V Resources
Charlotte Hurd, A/V Resources
Judy MacKenzie, A/V Resources
Leigh Whittemore, A/V Resources
George A. Drew, Print Shop
Henry J. Guiod, Jr., Print Shop
Jim Stewart, Print Shop

TUTORING: Discriminating parents only.
Tutor avail. from Jan. 11 to end of school
year. All subjects K-8. Strong background
in special ed./counseling. Refs. Call P.
Vasso at 772-4978, 8 AM to noontime.
WANTED: Downhill ski rackto fiton roof
of Chevy Chevette. Please call after 5
PM, 775-2721. Ask for Bob.

Poetry lightens a
hefty resolution
This is the season, of course, for
New Year's resolutions, and the solemn
vows take many forms. Here, borrowed
from another hospital's newsletter, is
one person's poetic commitment to
calorie control:
230-Pound

Psalm

Strict is my diet, I must not eat.
It maketh me to lie down at night
hungry
It leadeth me past Baskin-Robbins
It trieth my will power
It leadeth me in the paths of starvation,
for my figure's sake.

.

.

Yea, though I walk through the aisles
of the pastry department,
I will buy no sweet rolls,
for they are fattening.
The cakes and th9 pies, they tempt
me,
Before me is a table of celery and
lettuce.
My day's quota runneth over.
Surely calories and weight charts
shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in fear of the scales
forever.

